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VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT REACTION TO PRESIDENT 
JOHNSON'S SPEECH AND TO HANOI’S RESPONSE TO IT 
VIETNAM, SAIGON (4 APRIL 1968) 
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ON THE 


AFTERNOON OF A APRIL 


KY 


WAS WORKING QUITE CLOSELY 

WITH PRESIDENT NGUYEN VAN THIEU STUDYING PRE IS)ENT JOHNSON'S 
31 MARCH SPEECH AND HANOI'S 3 APRIL RESPONSE TO IT. 

THIEU AND KY HAD SPENT THAT MORNING BRIEFING 
REPRESENTATIVES FROM THE TROOP-CONTRIBUTING-NATIONS AND 
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OTHER EXECUTIVE OFFICIALS. COMMENTING SPECIFICALLY ON 


THE HANOI RESPONSE, 


HANOI’S OBJECTIVE IS 


PROBABLY TO DETERMINE THE REAL PRICE THE U.S. IS WILLING 
TO PAY FOR NEGOTIATIONS. THE GOVERNMENT OF VIETNAM CGVN) 

DOES NOT VIEW HANOI’S RESPONSE AS A WILLINGNESS 
TO NEGOTIATE AND BELIEVES OTHER CONCESSIONS WILL HAVE 
TO BE MADE TO HANOI BEFORE TALKS ACTUALLY GET UNDER WAY. 



A PERIOD OF PEACE 


THE GVN WOULD LIKE 
THE PEOFLE OF SOUTH 


VIETNAM NOW HAVE A DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENT WHICH HAS A 
GOOD POTENTIAL FOR GIVING THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE PEOPLE 
AN OPPORTUNITY TO LIVE AND WORK UNDER A DEMOCRATIC SYSTEM. 

THERE WAS ONE POINT WITH REGARD 
TO THE HANOI RESPONSE ON WHICH THE. GVN IS VERY SENSITIVE. 
TO DATE, ANY CONVERSATIONS HAVE BEEN BETWEEN HANOI AND 

WASHINGTON AND 

• • \ 

BE INCLUDED IN THE DISCUSSIONS. 

WOULD NOT BE EASY FOR THE U.S. TO GET HANOI TO ACCEPT 

THE GVN AT THE NEGOTIATING TABLE. 

OBVIOUSLY THE GVN WILL INSIST ON BEING THERE AND WILL 
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NOT ACCEPT THE OBSERVER STATUS IT HELD DURING THE GENEVA 
CONFERENCE. 

4. KY HAS RECENTLY BEEN IN 

GOOD TEMPER ATTRIBUTED ■■■■, AT LEAST IN PART, 

TO THIEU’S COMMENTS AT THE 2 APRIL PRESS CONFERENCE 
REGARDING KY'S PLACE IN THE GOVERNMENT AND HIS EXECUTIVE 
RESPONSIBILITIES. 

s. the current rumors 

CONCERNING THE RESIGNATION OF DIRECTOR GENERAL OF NATIONAL 
POLICE BRIGADIER GENERAL NGUYEN NGOC LOAN. ■■M’ 

■ DOES NOT EXPECT ANYTHING TO HAPPEN ANYTIME SOON THAT 
WOULD CHANGE THE CURRENT ARRANGEMENTS. 

.6. FIELD DISSEM: STATE USMACV 7TH AIR FORCE 
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